
 

 

 

 

 

Sundays in Advent 

Worship: 9:00am 

December 3
rd

:   Hope 

December 10
th

:   Faith 

December 17
th

:  Joy 

December 24
th

: Peace 

 
 

 
 
 

Noah’s Ark 

Christmas Program 

Friday, December 8
th

  

6:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight 

Worship  

Sunday, December 24
th

  

5:00pm - Guitar 

7:00 pm - Choir 
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As we enter the Advent season we are told to wait, 

watch, slow down, and the Christ child will arrive. 

The Christ child will grow in faith, size, and wisdom 

and becomes the leader of God’s people. A leader 

that then led twelve other leaders that also lead others 

and so on until today we too follow the leadership of 

Christ. 
 

We, at Bethlehem are a member of the Lutheran 

denomination, a denomination that holds on to the 

concept of the priesthood of all believers. And as a 

member of the priesthood, you are all called to serve 

Christ. So I ask you, “Where do you feel God calling 

you to in ministry at Bethlehem?” 
 

We have excellent examples of called servants at 

Bethlehem, Pastor Ralph, a World War II veteran, 

preaching on Reformation – sharing the Gospel for 

all to hear. Margaret Reynolds has, Sunday after 

Sunday, welcomed members and non-members alike 

every Sunday for at least the seven years I have been 

here. Bill Gappa has served as council President the 

entire time he has been on church council. He never 

waits to be asked to do something. He just sees what 

needs to be done and does it. For over ten years 

Donna May Skaggs led the prayer list – a very 

important ministry.  
 

What are you being called to do? Where is your 

passion? How are you going to use your God given 

gifts? 
 

 Are you the kind of person that sees the world from 

a different perspective? Do you like people and can 

see a higher and bigger picture than just what you 

want? Do you live a faith filled life and believe in 

consistent financial giving to God’s mission and 

ministry? Do you want the best for Bethlehem and 

want to serve God’s mission here? If so, consider 

praying about and talking to me about the possibly of 

serving on church council. The church council, the 

nomination committee, and I have all been in prayer 

and discernment as to whom God is calling us to 

approach for these leadership positions. If asked, it is 

because you have qualities that have been lifted up as 

an asset to Bethlehem at this time in her ministry. I 

would hope after prayer and with humbleness you 

would say yes if asked. 

 

 

Do you want a way to serve once a week that allows 

you to sit down and talk and enjoy yourself while 

doing ministry? Consider volunteering to fold 

bulletins and newsletters. We will have a lot in the 

next few weeks and many hands make lite work. 
 

Do you play an instrument or sing or both? Join 

Heart Fire or the choir. 
 

Consider ushering, reading, taping sermons, working 

the power point, answering the phone when Laurel is 

out or really busy. 
 

Come read to the preschool.  
 

If getting out of your home is a challenge – join the 

prayer chain and pray for those people in need. 
 

There is a place for each and every one of you in the 

ministry and mission of God’s church. “I’ve done my 

part, let someone else do it now,” is living in a 

theology of scarcity. Our God is a God of abundance. 

Think and serve abundantly! The next time something 

needs to be done at the church, just step right in and 

do it.  
 

Bethlehem needs your gifts. Imagine if every member 

donated two hours a week to Bethlehem. Can you 

imagine the ministry that Bethlehem could share with 

the community and world? Bethlehem claims to be a 

home to share God’s love and grace. How are you 

personally doing that? Questions to ponder during 

this time of waiting, watching and slowing down 

called Advent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PUGH… 
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Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:   8:00am - 1:00pm.   
Friday:   8:00am - 12:00pm. 
 Please have announcements and prayer requests to the 

church office by 10:00am Friday.  
 
 
 

Face Book:   

If you are already on Face Book be sure to go to the 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Face Book page and like 
us. If you are not on Face Book, consider joining, and 
then like Bethlehem Lutheran Church. If you want 
more information on how to join Face Book let us 
know and we will walk you through it.  Tell your 
friends, neighbors, family - spread the word to like 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church on Face Book and the 
Good News of the gospel! 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church 

 
 
 

Blue Stone Ministry: 
A Gift of Stephen Ministry. 
The Blue Stones in our baptismal font are sponsored 
by Stephen Ministry.  When you pass by the baptismal 
font, you are invited to take one of the Blue Stones 
and carry it with you at all times. If you meet 
someone, friend or stranger, who is having a difficult 
struggle in their lives, this Blue Stone can help.  Hand 
that person your Blue Stone and explain the 
following:  “Please take this blue stone and carry 
it with you.  Let this be a reminder that God loves 
you, and you will always have God’s love no 
matter how difficult your life may become.  Let 
this also remind you that you have someone here 
on earth who cares about you and will keep you 
in their prayers.”  After you have given away your 
new stone, please replace it with another from our 
baptismal font. 
 
 

Heart Fire is the church's band. If you play an 

instrument, sing, or want to learn guitar, come join us. 
All levels of players are welcome. We lead worship on 
the 4th Sunday of each month. Rehearsals are 
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30pm. 
 
 
 

 Flu Shot
 

If you haven’t had your flu shot, it’s time to get it!   

Do it now!   

 

Newsletter Deadline:   
Articles must be received in the church office by 
Monday, December 18th to be included in the 
January Newsletter.  If at any time you have an article 
for the newsletter, there’s no need to wait until the 
deadline - write it up while it’s fresh in your mind and 
send it in.  It will be included in the following 
month’s newsletter.  Receive the newsletter via 
email and save postage and paper costs.  Plus, it 
arrives in living color with occasional bonus items. 

 
Bethlehem’s Web Site:   blcmesa.org   

Share it with your friends, neighbors, and families.  
 

A recent assessment of visitors to our Facebook page 
showed that more than 87% did so using smart 
phones.  Our website was recently updated so our 
content displays to best advantage on today’s newer 
technology of smart phones and tablets.  
 

 

PowerPoint Pictures: 
Taken any really good pictures lately? Want to share it 
on the PowerPoint overhead on Sunday? Email it to 
Laurel in the church office.  Most of the pictures we 
use were taken by members, and we always enjoy 
receiving new ones. Thank you for sharing!  

 

 

Did You Know: 

If there is an emergency here at Bethlehem and 

it becomes necessary to call for assistance, make the 
call from one of our land lines.  Why, you may ask?  
Because our information will come up on the screen 
when the emergency operator answers the call.  There 
will be no need to try and remember the address or 
location - the operator will already have it. 
 

 Sent from the church office every Thursday E-Blast:
via email. It allows you to get up to date information on 
what is going on at Bethlehem delivered straight to your 
computer, phone, pad, or other wireless device you use.  If 
you are not receiving it and want to, please contact the 
church office and let Laurel know. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church/151167954930641?ref=hl
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A Stephen Minister  
Stays Connected to Jesus 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church  
is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

 
Lord God, 
When we suffer the inevitable losses of  life, be with 
us, comfort us, help us know we are not alone. 
 

When the days stretch out in barren deserts of  
sadness, when all we can see is the dry wasteland of   
meaninglessness, walk by our side whispering words 
of  hope and encouragement. 
 

When the world turns dark and we cannot even see 
where to put our foot for the next step of  our painful 
journey, be the light of  our world, showing us the 
path towards healing that you have laid out for us. 
We pray in Jesus' name.  Amen. 
 
As a Stephen Minister, caring for people that have 
suffered a loss of  any kind, requires a lot of  patience, 
good listening skills and a caring heart. 
 

As a Stephen Ministry congregation, our prayer is for 
all individuals to know there are those patient caring 
hearts among you.  All you need to do is reach out 
and we will be there. 
 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.”   

(Matthew 11: 28) 
 
 
 

 

Blue Clipboard 
There is a blue clipboard in the Narthex for everyone 
to update current address, phone number, and email 
address.   
 

We are always looking for Prayer Warriors who want 
to be informed of immediate prayers via the 
telephone or email.  Let us know if you want to 
join.  Perhaps you would like to receive the email 
prayer list on Thursdays; if so, just let us know.   

 

Celebrating You  
 
This year marks the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, a historical event that not only changed 
the church, but also created a new approach to 
service which laid the foundation for the work we do 
at LSS-SW today.  
 
Martin Luther argued that because we are saved by 
grace, in gratitude we are free to serve others. 
Together with the Wittenberg Council he established 
the Common Chest, which was essentially the first 
social services agency in Europe. The Chest provided 
funds to assist orphans, women and children, paid for 
education and vocational training and provided 
medical services.  
 
The idea was that service was not about giving charity 
to the poor, but about helping people avoid poverty 
in the first place. Today we call this work Lutheran 
social ministry, and we do this united with faith 
partners of all backgrounds.  
 
That call for Christians to care for all is as relevant 
today as it was 500 years ago-and will remain relevant 
in the years ahead. Because while society has 
advanced, solving the problems of poverty and health 
care are no less complex. 
 
Thank you for being a part of the LSS-SW 
community. Your compassion is what makes this 
legacy of service possible.  

 

 

Answers to Christmas Trivia Quiz: 
1. Coca-Cola 
2. Franklin Pierce 
3. Germany 
4. Blue 
5. 1843 
6. Max 
7. United Kingdom 
8. Clarice 
9. Donner 
10: It’s a Wonderful Life  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bethlehem Star:  December,  2017      p. 5  

The Nurse's Corner:   
 
Each month I highlight a health topic in the news-
letter.  Feel free to suggest health concerns that you 
would like to see added in future months.   
 
Blessings, 
Carol Savoie R.N. 
 

Hepatitis C 
The liver: 
Hepatitis C is a viral infection that causes liver 
inflammation, sometimes leading to serious liver damage. 
The hepatitis C virus (HCV) spreads through 
contaminated blood. Until recently, hepatitis C treatment 
required weekly injections and oral medications that many 
HCV-infected people couldn't take because of other health 
problems or unacceptable side effects. 
 

That's changing. Today, chronic HCV is usually curable 
with oral medications taken every day for two to six 
months. Still, about half of people with HCV don't know 
they're infected, mainly because they have no symptoms, 
which can take decades to appear. For that reason, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
a one-time screening blood test for everyone at increased 
risk of the infection. The largest group at risk includes 
everyone born between 1945 and 1965 - a population five 
times more likely to be infected than those born in other 
years. 
 

Symptoms: 
Long-term infection with the hepatitis C virus (HCV) is 
known as chronic hepatitis C. Chronic hepatitis C is 
usually a "silent" infection for many years, until the virus 
damages the liver enough to cause the signs and symptoms 
of liver disease. Among these signs and symptoms are: 

 Bleeding easily 

 Bruising easily 

 Fatigue 

 Poor appetite 

 Yellow discoloration of the skin and eyes (jaundice) 

 Dark-colored urine 

 Itchy skin 

 Fluid buildup in your abdomen (ascites) 

 Swelling in your legs 

 Weight loss 

 Confusion, drowsiness and slurred speech (hepatic 
encephalopathy) 

 Spider-like blood vessels on your skin (spider 
angiomas) 

 

 
 
 
 

Every chronic hepatitis C infection starts with an acute 
phase. Acute hepatitis C usually goes undiagnosed because 
it rarely causes symptoms. When signs and symptoms are 
present, they may include jaundice, along with fatigue, 
nausea, fever and muscle aches. Acute symptoms appear 
one to three months after exposure to the virus and last 
two weeks to three months. 
 

Acute hepatitis C infection doesn't always become chronic. 
Some people clear HCV from their bodies after the acute 
phase, an outcome known as spontaneous viral clearance. 
In studies of people diagnosed with acute HCV, rates of 
spontaneous viral clearance have varied from 14% to 50%. 
Acute hepatitis C also responds well to antiviral therapy. 
 

Causes: 
Hepatitis C infection is caused by the hepatitis C virus. 
The infection spreads when blood contaminated with the 
virus enters the bloodstream of an uninfected person. 
Globally, HCV exists in several distinct forms, known as 
genotypes. The most common HCV genotype in North 
America and Europe is type 1. Type 2 also occurs in the 
United States and Europe, but is less common than type 1. 
Both type 1 and type 2 have also spread through much of 
the world, although other genotypes cause a majority of 
infections in the Middle East, Asia and Africa.  Although 
chronic hepatitis C follows a similar course regardless of 
the genotype of the infecting virus, treatment 
recommendations vary depending on viral genotype. 
 

Risk factors: 
Your risk of hepatitis C infection is increased if you: 

 Are a health care worker who has been exposed to 
infected blood, which may happen if an infected needle 
pierces your skin 

 Have ever injected or inhaled illicit drugs 

 Have HIV 

 Received a piercing or tattoo in an unclean 
environment using unsterile equipment 

 Received a blood transfusion or organ transplant before 
1992 

 Received clotting factor concentrates before 1987 

 Received hemodialysis treatments for a long period of 
time 

 Were born to a woman with a hepatitis C infection 

 Were ever in prison 

 Were born between 1945 and 1965, the age group with 
the highest incidence of hepatitis C infection 

 
 
 

(Continued on p. 6) 
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News from Noah's Ark 
 
The holidays are quickly approaching and we have 
been blessed, once again, with the generosity of  
family support for the “Bag Hunger” program.  It is 
over-whelming at times to see the participation in 
such a worthy service project.  Our families are right 
there to back us up with their aid and encouragement 
on the necessity of  this project.  We continue to instill 
the Christian concept of  serving others to our Noah's 
Ark children.   
 
The children are working ambitiously towards 
presenting another fabulous Christmas program.  
Please join us on Friday night, December 8th at 
6:00pm for “Star Trip”, an adventurous journey with 
three  original and intriguing “wise men”.  Travel with 
them as they follow a particular star. 
 
As of  now our last day of  school is Friday, December 
22nd.  We will return to class on Monday, January 8th.  
As of  now we are hoping to be open during those 2 
weeks with a winter camp.  Time will tell. 
 
As we look forward to the second half  of  the school 
year, the first fun event is our 3rd annual “Wheel 
Day”.  Bring your wheels, of  any kind, to show off  to 
the children on Thursday,  January 25th, starting at 
9:30am.  Be as creative as you like - all wheels are 
accepted! 
 
The greatest gift that God could send, He sends with 
love to you; a sweet and helpless little child.  Merry 
Christmas to all. 
 
In Christ, 
Ms. Jill 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Greeter
 

We would like to introduce our new Greeter at 
Bethlehem.  Her name is Shirley Davis and she is a 
new member at Bethlehem. It is her smiling face and 
warm greeting you will receive from now on. Thank 
you, Shirley, for volunteering to take over this 
important ministry. 

 

 Thank you, Margaret
 

For many years now, Margaret Reynolds has been the 
face of Bethlehem - greeting and welcoming 
members, friends, and visitors as they cross the 
courtyard on Sunday mornings. 
 
We would like to extend our most sincere thanks and 
appreciation to Margaret Reynolds for her dedicated 
years of service. 
 
Margaret is no longer able to continue as greeter.   
 

(continued from p. 5) 
 
Complications: 
Liver cancer 
Hepatitis C infection that continues over many years can 
cause significant complications, such as: 

 Scarring of the liver (cirrhosis). After 20 to 30 years 
of hepatitis C infection, cirrhosis may occur. Scarring in 
your liver makes it difficult for your liver to function. 

 Liver cancer. A small number of people with hepatitis 
C infection may develop liver cancer. 

 Liver failure. Advanced cirrhosis may cause your liver 
to stop functioning. 

 

Prevention: 
Protect yourself from hepatitis C infection by taking the 
following precautions: 

 Stop using illicit drugs, particularly if you inject 
them. If you use illicit drugs, seek help. 

 Be cautious about body piercing and tattooing. If 
you choose to undergo piercing or tattooing, look for a 
reputable shop. Ask questions beforehand about how 
the equipment is cleaned. Make sure the employees use 
sterile needles. If employees won't answer your 
questions, look for another shop. 

 Practice safer sex. Don't engage in unprotected sex 
with multiple partners or with any partner whose health 
status is uncertain. Sexual transmission between 
monogamous couples may occur, but the risk is low. 

 

Information obtained: www.mayoclinic.org  

http://www.mayoclinic.org/
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First Worship Service at Bethlehem  December 24, 1990 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Business and Service Cards 
Bulletin Board 

 
Members and Friends of  Bethlehem are invited to 
post your Business Cards on the Bulletin Board in 

the Social Hall. 
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 Living With Chronic Illness
Every other Wednesday 

December 6th & 20th  
10:00 to 11:30am in Room 8 

 

A special support group for anyone living with a 
chronic illness. We will focus on a different topic each 
week: managing pain; healthy living; staying positive; 
hope when it seems hopeless; and running on 
empty.  Learn how to stay positive, which in turn can 
help others to live a healthier and a happier 
lifestyle.  Questions? Call Elyse Wheeler, LDA 
deaconess Intern (480) 310-5918. 
 

Newsletter  Receive the newsletter via email and : 

save postage and paper costs.   
 

: Amazon Smile
Do you shop online at Amazon.com?  Bethlehem is part 

of the program. Amazon will donate 0.5% Amazon Smile 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church whenever you shop on 
AmazonSmile.  When you log on to Amazon, you must do 
so through smile.amazon.com for Bethlehem to receive 

the benefits. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A  to Brian Myers of PM Pest Special Thank You

Control.  He volunteers his time and services to 
Bethlehem and Noah’s Ark for free.  PM Pest 
Control can handle all of your pest and weed 
control needs.  Call 602-920-7032.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you They Sparkletime Window Washing! 

are donating the cleaning of  Bethlehem’s windows 
for free.  Your windows can sparkle, too. Call 480-
225-5141 and tell Nathan and Bradley that you 
attend Bethlehem Lutheran Church. They will 
donate 10% of  your window cleaning cost to 
Bethlehem.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Thank you to our  Computer Lady, Pamela Bir.  

She volunteers her time and services to Bethlehem 

by making our social media posts.  Call Pamela for 

any computer needs.  480-929-0335.  

www.YourComputerLady.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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2nd Wednesday of the month:  
Mexican Train Dominoes 
December  13th at 1:00pm in the NCO.     
 
Every Wednesday:  

Choir Rehearsals 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm  

 
Every Thursday:  

Men’s Bible Study 

7:30am in the Social Hall.  

 

Vimeo:  
If you want to hear the sermon again or share it, 
recorded sermons and special events at Bethlehem are 
available to be watched and downloaded at 
Vimeo.com/blcmesa. Check out Preschool activities, 
Heart Fire activities, the latest wedding or baptism, 
and Pastor Chon’s sermon. The site supports HD 
quality videos and is not restricted by length or 
storage capacities (other than a maximum of 5 gig per 
week). If you record a video of a church-related 
function and would like it posted on our site, please 
contact Danny Pugh at 919-264-3263. 

 
4th Wednesday of the month: 
Stitch ‘n Knit:  
December 27th at  1:00pm in the NCO.  
Bring your project of choice and join us for a couple 
of hours of camaraderie and quiet.  Don’t have a 
project?  Just join us anyway. 
Questions?  Just call the church office.  480-832-0462 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Anyone who is making Prayer Shawls (or wants to 
learn how to make them) is encouraged to come to 
Church on the 4th  Wednesday of  every month 
from 1:00-3:00pm.  This in when the Stitch & Knit 
Group meets and we enjoy getting together for 
fellowship with them.   
 

The Prayer Shawl makers are also welcome to join the 
quilters on Tuesday mornings to knit & crochet while 
the quilters do their quilting.   
 

If you have any questions, please call the church 
office.  480-832-0462 
 
 
 

Our Weather Station which is mounted on the  

pergola in the Community Garden reports the 
weather, real time, on line. On your computer go to 
weatherunderground.com. In the search window 
located at the top right of the screen, type in our 
weather station ID. KAZMESA121. You can view 
weather conditions real time and see graphs that 
report the history. Enjoy. The direct link on your 
computer is:   
http://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-
station/dashboard?ID=KAZMESA121  
 
 
 

 
 
Are you scalping your lawn to over-seed? Do you 

have grass clippings going in the dumpster? The 

. We garden can recycle your clean grass clippings

have an EZ drop off location or "might" be able to 
pick up if necessary.  Turn your waste into black gold, 
and save a land fill....   
Questions - contact Jonathan 602.318.7004 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-station/dashboard?ID=KAZMESA121
http://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-station/dashboard?ID=KAZMESA121
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E-Blast: Sent from the church office every 

Thursday via email. It allows you to get up to date 
information on what happening at Bethlehem -  
delivered straight to your computer, phone, pad, or 
whatever wireless device you use.  If you are not 
receiving it and want to, please contact the church 
office and let Laurel know.   
Ps46v1@blc.phxcoxmail.com 

 
Memorial Tiles: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church participants have the 
availability of  purchasing memorial plaque tiles to go 
on our master plaque.  An individual name tile costs 
$15. If  you choose two names, one on each tile, the 
cost is $25.  If  you are interested or need more 
information, please call the church office.  480-832-
0462 
 

Holy Yoga 
A Christ-centered yoga class on Tuesdays from 6:00-
7:00 pm in Room 9/10.  No experience needed.  Can 
be done from chairs or the floor.  Bring:  yoga mat, 
comfortable clothes, water, & $5 suggested donation.  
Questions? Call Renaya VanDusen at 480-717-3477.   
 

 Media at Bethlehem 
We’re always on the lookout for new ideas about how 
Bethlehem can use social media. Tell us yours. We 
want to share God's promises with all creation. 
 

Fair Trade Coffee for Mission: 
The coffee we use for Hospitality on Sunday, which is 
also on sale in the social hall, is bought through 
Lutheran World Relief.  This is an Equal Exchange 
program which takes out the "middle man" so the 
small farmers get the fair trade value of their 
coffee.  A small amount of our purchases go to 
support Lutheran World Relief.  You June notice that 
we don't have as many different types of coffee as 
they were not selling.  If there is a coffee type that 
you would like please let me know.    
Thanks, Carol Savoie 

 

 

 
 

 

3rd Thursday of the month:  
WELCA 
Every woman who worships at Bethlehem is a  
member of WELCA, and we welcome your presence 
at our monthly meetings on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. WELCA returns to its regular schedule which 
is from 10:00am to Noon. Beverages and snacks will 
be furnished. A typical meeting includes fellowship, 
Bible study and a business meeting. Mark your 
calendar for Thursday, December 21st, at 10:00am. 
We hope to see you there! 
 

If you have any questions, please call or talk to 
Audrey Anderson or Ellie Thompson, co-chairs of 
WELCA. 
 

 
 

The World Hunger Basket, located in front 

of the altar, is a continuing mission activity. You are 
invited to donate before, during, or after worship.  ½  
of the funds are sent to the ELCA World Hunger 
program, and the other ½ remain at Bethlehem to 
purchase food for the food bank at First Lutheran 
when their shelves are empty.  The second page of 
the monthly calendar reports how much we sent to 
World Hunger the previous month, and how much of 
the funds on-hand were used to purchase food for the 
food bank.  The cash raised at the annual Souper 
Bowl event is handled in the same manner. 
 

WELCA 

Annual Christmas Angel Tree 
 

WELCA is sponsoring the Annual Christmas Angel 
Tree this year. This is for needy families that have 
been recommended to us from Lutheran Social 
Services. The congregation will see our tree in the 
narthex on Sunday, November 26th. WELCA may 
be supporting LSS in a different format this year. 
More information will be provided to the 
congregation when it is available. WELCA would like 
to thank the congregation for their continued support 
in this project. 
 
 

mailto:Ps46v1@blc.phxcoxmail.com
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Our Visioning Team has created a new ministry at 

Bethlehem on Sunday mornings called the 

Parking Lot Assistant Ministry 

Goal: 

 Provide a place for people to drop off those who 

need assistance getting in/out of vehicles and into 

the church for the 9:00am Sunday church service.  

The attendants will assist those in need from their 

vehicles and into the church thus allowing the 

driver to park their car and reduce the distance 

the person needing help has to travel from the 

handicapped area or regular parking lot into the 

building.   
 

 Also provide the same type of service to those 

departing Bethlehem following the 9:00am 

Sunday church service.  
 

 In addition, the parking lot attendants can offer 

assistance to those who may be dropping off food 

or containers to the church for the service or 

hospitality or a meal. 

Staff Required: 

 Two people to assist prior to and after each 

9:00am Sunday church service. 

Scheduling:  

 A sign-up sheet will need to be created to request 

2 people weekly to provide this service. 

Time:   

 Be at church in the parking lot at 8:30am and 

remain on duty until 9:00am. 
 

 Be in the courtyard watching for and offering 

assistance for 15 minutes following completion of 

Sunday church service 

Location:  

 Outside of gates to courtyard where curbing ramp 

is located before services. 
 

 In courtyard area following services. 

Equipment: 

 1. wheel chair (Bethlehem has one) 

 2.   transport chair (Gappa’s will donate one) 

 3. orange cones marking off drop off area 

(Gappa’s will purchase) 

 4. chairs for attendants to sit down (2)  

  (can be pulled from/returned to rooms 9/10) 

 5. hand-held umbrellas for inclement weather 

(Gappa’s will donate 2) 

 6. patio-type umbrella to provide shade during 

hot season (Vidot’s will donate one) 

 7. banner and stand welcoming those needing 

assistance  (will need to get quotes on cost and how 

to display – possibly printed banner with ties and 

PVC poles and feet) 

 8. possibly two reflective vests for the attendants to wear 

so they are easily identified. 

 

 
 

Christmas Trivia 
 

 Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year.  
It is the four weeks before Christmas, beginning 
on the nearest Sunday to November 30th.  The 
word Advent comes from the Latin “adventus” 
which means “arrival” or “coming”.  This time 
for Christians is a season of hope and the period 
of preparation for celebration of the birth of 
Jesus. 

 December 25th was not celebrated as the birth of 
Christ until the year AD440. 

 In Britain, the Holy Days and Fasting Days Act of 
1551, which has not yet been repealed, states that 
every citizen must attend a Christian church 
service on Christmas day, and must not use any 
kind of vehicle to get to the service. 

 Pope Julius I declared Christ’s birthday as 
December 25th sometime during the 4th century. 

 The twelve days of Christmas are the days 
between Christmas Day and Epiphany. 

 Popular belief holds that 3 wise men visited 
Bethlehem from the east bearing gifts.  However, 
there is no mention in the Bible about the number 
of wise men who visited. 

 English puritan leader Oliver Cromwell banned 
Christmas between 1647 and 1660 because he 
believed such celebrations were immoral for the 
holiest day of the year. 

 



 

 

Bethlehem Star:  December,  2017      p. 12  

Christmas Trivia Quiz 
 
1.  Which of these companies was the first to use 

Santa Clause in an advertisement? 

Pepsi 

Coca-Cola  

7-Up  

Fanta  
2.  Which president was the first to decorate the 

White House Christmas tree? 

Franklin Pierce  

Benjamin Franklin  

George Washington  

Abraham Lincoln  
3.  Which country did the gingerbread house come 

from? 

Austria 

Switzerland  

Germany  

United States  
4.  What kind of Christmas does Elvis Presley sing 

about? 

White  

Red  

Blue  

Snowy  
5.  In what year was "A Christmas Carol", by Charles 

Dickens, published? 

1765  

1843  

1860  

1906  
6.  What is the name of the Grinch's dog in the 

movie "How the Grinch Stole Christmas"? 

Pete  

Sam  

Ruth  

Max  
 

 
 
7.  Where was "A Christmas Carol" written? 

Australia  

United States  

Germany  

United Kingdom  
8.  Which reindeer helps Rudolph fly at the reindeer 

games? 

Donner  

Clarice  

Dancer  

Blitzen 
9.  Which reindeer is Rudolph's dad? 

Dancer  

Dixon  

Donner  

Blitzen  
10.  Which Christmas movie has been played more 

than any other? 

A Christmas Story 

Home Alone  

Frosty the Snowman  

It's a Wonderful Life  
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   Garden Seeds: Life began in a garden… (Genesis 1:11 ) 

 

May the gifts you harvest this CHRISTMAS season sustain you both now and far into the New Year. 

…our Pergola stands as a beacon to those in the neighborhood, and driving by on McDowell… 

Q. What do you get when you cross a Christmas tree with an Apple tree?  A.  A Pineapple   

                        

                                                                                                  

    

   

What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the ordinary alphabet? The Christmas alphabet has Noel.  

 

How did Adam greet his wife on Christmas? Hey it's Christmas, Eve!   

 

<Carol shared 

some fruits of our 

Garden at the 

Chile Harvest 

Festival in East 

Mesa. 

Harvested  
Chiles and figs 
this month >> 

 

Gracious “Thank You” to John MORGAN 

who donated over 10 cubic yards of organic 

dirt/mulch and the materials for up to (3) 

cedar build 10 ft raised garden beds. 

Following our successes with squirrel stew – we are now 
offering an alternative and improved ‘game’ meat – rabbit!! 
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This past month’s theme for Jim and Elle’s Garden talk was pumpkins and squash (Halloween). Thank you again. We got to learn about 
pumpkins, growing eating nutrition and at the end all got to take a mini one home. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: - Sat - 16 Dec 17      (This will be the 5
th
 “Eagle Scout” Project hosted by the garden.) 

       
 
Do YOU read our newsletter? Tell us. Text or E-Mail (Rumpelstiltskin) to 602.318.7004 or garden@blcmesa.org or tell Rich. The editor will donate $1 for 
each response (one entry per person) to an upcoming charity. 

                 

         
 

Getting ready for FALL HARVEST. Lettuce and Bok Choy are well ahead of schedule and will be harvested as 

this newsletter is going to print… We have also been harvesting a bumper crop of Figs this fall and our first Chiles 

were a delight. Moringa is available year around. We have Moringa seeds or powder if you are interested. 

  

Candidate - Jacob Diemer’s 
EAGLE SCOUT Project to install 

pavestone walkways through the 

garden and re define the fruit tree 

boarders on the east fence; clear the 

pergola base for a proposed patio. 

Thank you to those that have participated. 

We continue to accept clean grass / 
leaves / and paper donations for our 
compost. 

mailto:garden@blcmesa.org

